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Summary Information

Repository Rare Books and Manuscripts

Title Indiana General Assembly collection

Date 1969-2016

Extent 1.0 Cubic feet 3 manuscript boxes, 1 oversize folder

Language English

Preferred Citation

Indiana General Assembly collection, Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library
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Administrative History

The General Assembly is the name of the legislature of the state of Indiana. The Constitution of the state
of Indiana divides the powers of state government into three departments: the legislative, the executive,
and the judicial. Article 4, Section 1, of the state constitution provides:

Legislative authority of the state shall be vested in a General Assembly

The General Assembly is organized into two "houses": the House of Representatives and the Senate. The
two houses have co-equal powers, although all bills with a purpose of raising revenue must be originally
filed in the House of Representatives.

The Senate has 50 elected members. The Lieutenant Governor presides over the Senate but is not
considered a "legislator" and can vote on legislation only when there is a tie vote. A member of the Senate
is called a "senator".

The House of Representatives has 100 elected members. The leader of the House of Representatives is
one of the 100 members. A member of the House of Representatives is called a "representative".

Indiana is divided into 50 Senate districts and 100 House of Representative districts. A member of the
Senate must be elected by the citizens registered to vote in the Senate district in which he or she resides.
A member of the House of Representatives must be elected by the citizens registered to vote in the House
of Representative district in which he or she resides. The term of a senator is four years, and the term of a
representative is two years. Senators and representatives are not subject to term limits.

During the 1970s, an amendment to the Constitution passed, allowing the General Assembly to meet
annually. Currently, both houses of the General Assembly meet annually for a regular session. The
regular session lasts between three and four months. On the call of the Governor, the General Assembly
may meet for additional days in one or more special sessions. While not in session, members of the
General Assembly may be assigned to interim study committees that meet between the sessions. Several
interim study committees have been enacted in state law. Others may be established by the elected
officers of the General Assembly.

Each house of the General Assembly selects its own leaders. The General Assembly also forms a 16-
member committee called the "Legislative Council" to handle a number of administrative matters
affecting both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The Senate is unique in that the state constitution requires the Lieutenant Governor to preside over the
Senate as its "President"; however, he is not a member of the Senate for most other purposes. When he
is not present, a member of the Senate selected as the "President Pro Tempore" presides. The Senate also
has a number of other officers. The current President of the Senate is Lieutenant Governor Eric Holcomb.
The current President Pro Tempore of the Senate is Senator David Long. The current Minority Leader of
the Senate is Senator Tim Lanane.

Sources:
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Indiana General Assembly FAQs. Retrieved 2016/06/27. https://iga.in.gov

Scope and Contents

This collection includes correspondence from constituents and legislators in Indiana, editorials,
newspaper articles, newsletters, photographs, proclamations, resolutions, telegrams, and bills ranging
from 1969-2016 regarding Indiana legislation and literacy activities.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged alphabetically.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation.
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Accruals

The repository continues to add materials to this collection on a regular basis.

Processing Information

Collection processing completed 2016/07/18 by Edythe Huffman. EAD finding aid created 2016/07/18 by
Edythe Huffman.

Related Materials

Related Archival Material

Materials relating to this collection may be found in the following collections in Rare Books and
Manuscripts, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN:

V571: Indiana General Assembly composite ledger, 1865-1929

Controlled Access Headings

Corporate Name(s)

• Indiana. General Assembly.

Geographic Name(s)

• Indiana--Politics and government--21st century

Subject(s)

• Indiana--Politics and government--20th century
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Collection Inventory

Box Folder

Miscellaneous letters, bills, newspaper clippings, 1969 March 
1 1

Bales, Robert H. papers, 1968 Jan.-1969/03/10 
1 2

Barber, Joe; Barker, Austin; and Borst, Robert telegrams, 1969/03/10 
1 3

Bays, Kenneth B. letters, 1969/01/31 
1 4

Beneville, Walter J. papers, 1969/02/11-1969/02/14 
1 5

Bloom, Allen E. letters, 1969/01/04-1969/01/09 
1 6

Boehing, Richard A. letters, 1969/03/06 
1 7

Bowen, Otis papers, 1969/02/04-1969/03/04, undated 
1 8

Chase, Maurice telegrams, 1969/02/10 
1 9

Coppes, John papers, 1969/01/07-1969/02/11 
1 10

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/12 
1 11

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/13 
1 12



Indiana General Assembly collection  L241

- Page 8 -

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/14-1969/02/16 
2 1

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/17 
2 2

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/18-1969/02/19 
2 3

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/20-1969/02/23 
2 4

Coppes, John papers, 1969/02/24-1969/03/08 
3 1

Duvall, Leslie letters, 1969/02/11-1969/02/19, undated 
3 2

Edwards, Joyce; Lamb, Jerry A.; Latz, William; Mullendore, John; and

Thompson, Harry E. - Telegrams, 1969/02/06-1969/03/10 

3 3

Edwards, Wilford C. papers, 1969/01/28-1969/02/25 
3 4

Harrison, Joseph W.; Heath, Eugene C.; Hillis, Elwood H.; and Hric, Paul

papers, 1969/01/13-1969/03/05 

3 5

Humphrey, Robert telegram and newspaper clippings,

1969/03/06-1969/03/07 

3 6

Humphrey, Robert newspaper clippings, 1969/03/08 
3 7

Jessup, Roger telegrams, 1969/03/07-1969/03/10 
3 8

Jones, Robert L., Jr. letters, 1968/12/05-1969/03/10 
3 9
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Lake, Martin papers, 1969/02/08-1969/03/10 
3 10

Lamkin, E. H., Jr. letter, 1969/02/12 
3 11

Mahowald, Robert E. letters, 1969/01/09-1969/01/14 
3 12

Nash, Robert L. papers, 1969/01/29 
3 13

Northrup, Arthur papers, 1969/01/07-1969/02/09 
3 14

O'Bannon, Robert P. papers, 1969/01/22-1969/03/03 
3 15

Pratt, Donald F. papers, 1969/01/15-1969/02/19 
3 16

Young, James B. papers, 1969/01/13 
3 17

Gubernatorial proclamations, 2013-2014 
3 18

Oversize

Indiana General Assembly composite photographs, 2007 
OBE008-1

Indiana General Assembly composite photographs, 2008 
OBE008-2

Indiana General Assembly composite photographs, 2016 
OBE008-3

Edward L. Castor and Indiana Adult Literacy Coalition resolution, 1990 
OBE008-4
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House Concurrent Resolution 79 honoring Indiana Delegates to the White House

Conference on Libraries and Information Services, 107th General Assembly, 2016 

OBE008-5

House Concurrent Resolution 49 congratulating Edward L. Castor and Indiana Adult

Literacy Coalition (page 1 only), 1990 

OBE008-6

Appointment by Evan Bayh, Governor, of Charles Ray Ewick to Indiana Adult Literacy

Coalition, 1990 

OBE008-7

House Resolution 74 recognizing the importance of all schools and libraries being

equipped with high-capacity, high-speed broadband connectivity, 2014 

OBE008-8


